INTRODUCTION

the end Balaustion, telling the story of her
adventure to a group of friends, sketches the
outline of a new treatment of the subject, which
might be free from the defects that the modern
reader cannot help finding in Euripides. And
the poem ends with a warmly appreciative re-
ference to the picture of "Heracles struggling
with Death for the Life of Alcestis," painted by
Frederic Leighton and exhibited in the Royal
Academy in 1871. Leighton had been a close
friend of the Brownings since their first acquaint-
ance in Rome in 1853-4. He had made a portrait
of Browning in 1859, an^ he designed Mrs.
Browning's tomb in Florence ; while Browning
had written a short poem as a motto for his
picture of " Eurydice and Orpheus " (see voL iv.

P- 307)-

The original manuscripts of all Browning's
works after The Ring and the Book are in exis-
tence. It was his intention to present them to
Balliol College, Oxford, in memory of his friend-
ship with Jowett, and in acknowledgment of the
compliment paid to him by the College in making
him an Honorary Fellow. This intention was
carried into effect after his death by his son,
Mr. R. Barrett Browning, who, however, with
the full concurrence of Jowett, retained the MS.
of Asolando for his life. The other autographs,
from Balaustion to the Parleyings^ are already in
Balliol College Library, bound up in six volumes
(see Appendix II. to Mrs. Orr's Life^ 1908, p. 419).
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